charge against the capacity   of   the   Ruler.    The various reports, submitted to the Government before the appointment of Sir Lepel at the Indore Residency, are full of tales and fibs and the encomiums,-passed by the Yiceroys,  are,   according to the  opinion of  Sir Lepel,  undeserving, if   not false.    But Sir Lepel's words  carry  great  weight. In the dispute between the Ruler and her daughter, three   distinguished   European   officers   condemned the conduct of the Sultan Jehan Begum, but Sir Lepel turned the table against the   Ruler.    I believe that the accusation   of   Sir   Lepel   on   this account against the reigning Begum, has been found to be correct in   high quarters.    In   spite of   the repeated assurance  of   the  Ruler,   Sir   Lepel   did not change the idea,  which  struck deep   in   his heart, that the Begum was a non-entity.    The acts of oppression, as specified   by   the  Agent to   the Governor General, have been set forth in Part II sec. I.,   and separately dealt with.   Even   suppo ing for the sake of   argument,   that  I   had   tl sole and exclusive authority in the state matters, the question is  how   far   I   have   shared  in   the maladministration.   The various reforms, introduced by the Ruler, will shew that they   are   not   engines of oppression.   The  Police   and   courts   are prominently brought to notice to shew oppression. If the officials, in charge of the two departments, happen to  do  some unjust or unlawful acts, how can a third  person,  supposing that he is the superior officer,  be charged, until and unless it   is